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Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, L97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. SI. 97 

A. This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the above-identified case. 
No fee or certification is required. 

PART II - Information Cited 

pC] A. The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the 
information listed on the attached form PTO-1449. The order of presentation of the references 
should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 
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[ ] PART III: Explanation of Non-English Language References and Remarks Concerning Other 
Information Cited 

The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language 
reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449: 

PART IV: Remarks 

A copy of each of the above-identified information is enclosed unless otherwise indicated 
on the attached form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO-1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 
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Notwithstanding any statements by the AppHcant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 
An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Jodiy^in McLane 
RegMration No. 36,215 
SALTER & MICHAELSON 
321 South Main Street 
Providence, RI 02903-7128 
Tel. (401)421-3141 



Dated: IQ-D3''^D/) ^, 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB oontrol numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



V Sheet I 1" 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Unknown 



Unknown 



Richard W. Canavan 



Unknown 



Unknown 



Attorney Docket Number 



0548 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 

r\cicvaiu r OSsa^Cs Ul rxBlCVcliU 

Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^^'**^ 




1 


6,477,717 


11/12/2002 


Wineforder et al. 






2 


6,349.420 


02/26/2002 


Chiang 






3 


us- 6,276,794 


08/21/2001 


Chiang 






4 


6,149,268 


11/21/2000 


Hall et al. 






5 


5.845.341 


12/08/1998 


Barthold et al. 






6 


u^ 5,706,527 


01/13/1998 


Kita et al. 






7 


us- 5,659,381 


08/19/1997 


Simioni 






8 


us- 5,410,763 


05/02/1995 


Bolle 






9 


us- 5,002,381 


03/26/1991 


Murrell 






10 


us- 4,976,531 


12/11/1990 


Kahaney 






11 


us- 4,924.557 


05/15/1990 


Heckerman et al. 






12 


us- 4.559,678 


12/24/1985 


Birkenstock 






13 


us- 3,373.444 


03/19/1968 


Militello 






14 


us- 3,096,553 


07/09/1963 


Gould 






15 


us- 1,554,448 


09/22/1925 


McKnight et al. 








US- 












us- 












US- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T^ 


Countrv Code^ 'Number^ "Kind Co6e^ {if known) 























































































Examiner 




Date 1 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). " For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, cat! l-dOO-PTO-QIOQ (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



